
Washington Street Mall 

Th e pr o p o sed c losur e o f the s ec ti o n o f Wa s hi n g t o n S tr ee t 

betw e en Th oma s and Tarb o r o Stre e ts wa s d o n e f o r s eve r a l pur­

p o s e s. This s ec ti o n o f str ee t b e gins a nd e nd s wit h a fi ve ­

wa y interse c ti o n whi c h ( presentl y) is diffi c ult f o r tr a ffi c 

fl ow . An o ther tr a ffic co nsid e r a ti o n is th a t th e pr o p o s e d 

o n e -wa y system will work mu c h mo re effi c i e ntl y with Wa shin g ­

t o n t y in g int o A lbemarle Str e et rather than int e rs ec ting with 

T h oma s S tr e et . Furth e r the c l o sin g o f this p a rt o f th e 

str e et will all o w f o r the co ll ec ting t o g e th e r o f sever a l 

par c els o f land includin g tw o o ld s tr e et ri g hts - o f- way t ha t 

ca n be d e v e l o ped in a n ideal d e p a rt me nt st o r e sit e with 

p a rkin g . The s o uth end of the bl oc k co uld t he n be d e v e l o p e d 

a s a p e d e strian ma ll whi c h wo uld o pen dir ec tl y t o th e st o r e 

a t o ne end a nd face the prop o sed Cit y Hall structur e o n the 

o ther. 

This will pr o bably be o ne o f th e l a st pr o j ec ts d e v e l o p-

e d in th e ce ntr a l a r ea . Its devel o p me nt will dep e nd o n th e 

r a t e with whi c h th e th o r o u g hf a r e pl a n i s i mpl e me nt ed , wh e n 

th e Main Street pr o j ec t is co mpl e t e d, if th e Cit y Ha ll is r e ­

l oca ted and th e need f o r c ommer c ial sp ace in th e n o rt h e nd 

o f th e c entral a rea. 

Ra ilr o ad Rel oc ati o n 

The co nstru c ti o n co sts o f the railr oa d's r e l oca ti o n ha s 

b ee n e sti ma t e d a nd a fi g ure s e t. The cos t o f l a nd t o p u t 

th e railr o ad o n will b e a n entir e l y diff e r e nt ma tt e r t o 

e sti ma te. The co st ca n va r y co nsid e r a bl y an d i t wi l l o n ly 

be wit h a ve r y d e t a il ed a n a l ys is t ha t a r eliable f igu r e ca n 

be a tt a i ne d. A lt ho u gh t he r e l oca t ion r ou t e i s t en t a ti ve l y 

se t t o go thr o u g h a n a r ea th a t i s ba si ca ll y un d eve l o p e d t he 

lan d h a s pr e s e nt v a lu e as a f a r min g s it e an d p o t en ti al va l ue 

fo r home sit e s a s Roc k y Mo unt g r ows eas t. Fu rt her, th e cos t 

of ac t ua l ri gh t- o f- way may be e q ualled or excee d ed by damage 

c l a i ms b y pr o p e rt y ow n e rs. Wha t i s a fa r m wor t h t ha t i s s plit 

int o by a r a ilr oa d ? Wh a t i s a home wo rt h wi t h a t rack pass i ng 
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